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“Project X"’ would result in an enlarged Aquatic Park historical display on maritime subjects, transport 


© 


Plan for $10,000,000 Center at Aquatic Park 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


We'd like further details on a project reported underway 
in the Willits area. From Pacific Lumber comes the report 
that its #38, climax, has been sold to a party at Willits and 
from the California Western the report that its #14, 2-6-2T, 
has been sold along with a couple of cars to a party at Willits 

Our agents report that considered opinion of top city of 
S.F. officials is that once the diesel busses replace street- 
cars on Geary that they'11 be there to stay--riders to the 
contrary not withstanding. 


I'd like to believe that the Key System might turn-down the 
PUC plan for abandonment of bridge trains and run shuttle train 
service, but I believe it is more likely that the Key will 
persuade the Toll Bridge Authority to do the paving and raise 
the tolls on bus riders---thus: securing a raise in bus rates 
that the PUC plan had expressly denied. 


AMERICAN IDEAS FOR EXPORT We are in receipt of a clipping 
that an American economist has 
proposed to the Indian Government that it change railroad 
schedules so passenger trains would run at inconvenient hours 
thus discouraging what he called frivolous travelers. His 
recomendation was based on the fact that financing was limited 
and that the only alternative was to reduce passenger traffic 
otherwise the railroads would not be able to handle the expect- 
ed freight traffic. 

Few railfans realize that this same thinking is behind the 
moves of many American railroads. They feel that they can 
finance only a limited capital investment in cars and motive 
power and wish to make that investment in freight facilities. 
The economic life of much of our passenger equipment is at an 
end and replacement (or abandonment) is required. The var- 
ious public statements by railroad management give you their 
decision. 
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The opinions expressed are those of the editor and are not necessarily those 
of any other person or organization either expressly or by implication...... 
ae oe ee ee ee ee Se ee ea ee Ee eS 2 Oo ee ee 4+ ee + +H 6 


"WHEN McQUEEN WAS KING" A railroad novel by Harry D. Lyons 
published by Vantage Press, New 

York, $3.50. This is strictly fiction of an era of woodburn- 

ing locomotives and men with railroading in their blood. It 

is the kind of a story railroad historians need to put perspect- 

ive in their thinking for this deals with men---not the machine, 

Railroading took its toll in lives and hearts while building to 

the system of today. 
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RAIL MUSEUM —Triangular 
in shape, this Project X_ building 


Ss. F. Plan Outlined 





Historical Center 


Plans for a proposed $10,000- 
000 Historical Center at 
Aquatic Park, to preserve the 
romance and color of the old 
West and particularly the tra- 
ditions of San Francisco, were 
outlined here yesterday. 

The project, as envisioned 
by its civic sponsors, would be- 
come one of the outstanding 
developments of its kind in the 
United States. It currently is 
labeled “Project X.” 

Louis Ets-Hokin, president 
of the Maritime Museum As- 
sociation, emphasized that the 
plan, incorporating the scenic 
beauty of Aquatic Park, al- 
ready has the approval of the 
Down Town Association. the 
Hotel Owners Association, the 
Retail Dry Goods Association 
and numerous civic and labor 
organizations. 

Already in existence, he 
pointed out, is the Maritime 
Museum, with an attendance of 
250,000 visitors a year. A 
$102,000 turntable for the 
most famous of all San Fran- 


The Western Railroader @ 


cisco cable lines, fhe “Hyde St. 
Grip,” is three fourths com- 
plete, and will transport yisit- 
ors to the area. 

MUSEUM. UNDER WAY. 

A museum to house early 
California narrow gauge rail- 
road equipment and the first 
cable car is under way’ de- 
signed and ‘financed by the 
Maritime Museum Association. 
The historic sailing vessel Bal- 
clutha, rejuvenated and opera- 
tive, will be berthed at the 
scene. Within the last year, 
211,000 persons have boarded 
her for a taste of living history. 
All this is part of the Trans- 
portation Center now being 
created on land adjoining the 
park casino. 


And the State has reecntly 4 


votetd $200,000 for purchase 


and restoration of two historic 
schooners for display at 
Aquatic Park, a part of San 
Francisco’s early day water- 
front scene—an area that some 
day may become known to mil- 
lions of Americans as. “Happy 


Francisco’s first electri¢ car and nar- 
row gauge locomotives that played 
would house early cable cars, San __ their part in development of the West. 


Harbor” or “Golden Harbor 
by the Golden Gate.” _ 

With all this as a nucleus, 
the plan envisions purchase of 
three brick buildings surround- 
ing the present park area and 
museum developments, with 
the: buildings to be re-created 
into State historical museums. 

Under consideration for pur- 
chase by the State Park Com- 
mission are the Haslett Ware- 
house, on Hyde St. between 
Beach and Jefferson; the Chir- 
ardelli Chocolate Factory, 
bounded . by North Point, 
Beach, Polk, and Larkin; and 
the California Woolen Mills, 
now used as a car processing 
warehouse by Southern Pacific 
and bordered by North Point, 
Polk, Beach Sts. and Van Ness 

ve. 


MAY TAKE 10 YEARS. 
Completion of the entire 
project might require ten 
years. By then, in a San Fran- 
cisco where ferryboats are re- 
olaced with bridges, Chinatown 
is neon-lighted and the Barbary 
Coast is gone, the scattered 


Page Three 




















 & 


"ROMANCE OF WEST—Louis “Project X,” proposed historical. center 
Ets-Hokin, president of the Maritime Mu- . at Aquatic Park, 
seum Association, points out a feature of 


fragments of the San Fran- 
cisco legend would be gath- 
ered and concentrated in one 
area. 

And here, the legend would 
be brought back to life, with 
dioramas now in storage; the 
famous 500 foot map of Cali- 
fornia soon to be homeless; 
the three-story walking beam 
engine from the Ferryboat Eu- 
reka; exhibits to celebrate fu- 
ture centennials in communi- 
cations, transportation, includ- 
ing the transcontinental tele- 
graph, overland mail, pony ex- 
press, transcontinental rail- 
road. The display would range 
from ox cart to atomic plane, 
once completed. 

As its sponsors point out, 
“Project X” would incorporate 
all the fun, glamor and color 
of Disneyland, yet it would be 
different because every phase 
would come right out of the 
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history of California and San 
Francisco. 

They are not unaware that 
tourists, the State’s third larg- 
est industry, bring $734,000,- 
000 in outside money into Cali- 
fornia each year, with Los An- 
geles grabbing a lion’s share— 
and that there is little afoot 
here that is likely to reverse 
this trend. “Project X,”’ they 
believe, could do it. 

FAME IN SIGHT. 

In effect, this would become 
a second major State Park in 
San Francisco, with a potential 
of becoming nationally famous 
to millions of Americans. 

The sponsors are hopeful 
that Mayor Christopher will 
ask the supervisors to instruct 
legislators from this area to 
\give the project priority at the 
inext legislature. 

The project is eligible not 


‘only for State funds, but Fed- 


eral funds, too, because of the 
tie-in with nationwide centen- 
nial celebrations. 

Project X, the $10,000,000 
Historical Center projected 
for San Francisco at Aquatic 
Park, would have the possi- 
bility of becoming “‘one of the 
most outstanding develop- 
ments of its kind in the United, 
States,” in the opinion of Dr. 
Aubrey Neasham, State His- 
torian. 

The project, which -would 
encircle the present Maritime 
Museum at Aquatic Park and 
the Railroad Museum soon to 
be built on city land there, 
would be financed from tide- 
lands oil royalty funds. A new 
Transportation Center soon is 
to be erected by the, Public 
Utilities Commission at the 
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STATION—Visitors to Aquatic 
Park who arrive by cable car will 
find this unique waiting room of Vic- 


new terminus of the Hyde 
Street Cable Line at the park. 
And that, too, would become 
part of the over-all develop- 
ment. 

Its sponsors point out that 
Project X would give visitors 
their choice of many exhibits: 


A cable ride from Powell ‘ 


and Market Streets directly to 
the park area; a railroad mu- 
seum housing Halliday’s first 
cable car, San Francisco’s first 
electric car, and all the nar- 
row gauge locomotives now 
extant in the West. 

There also would be an out- 
of-doors dry land ship exhibit; 
the Maritime Museum; the 
Balclutha at the Municipal 
Pier; two historic schooners at 
the Hyde Street Pier; and 
three “living” State Historical 
Museums dedicated to the his- 
tory of San Francisco and the 
West. 

One of the buildings, de- 
signed and financed by the 
San Francisco Maritime Mu- 
seum Association, would 
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house Halliday’s cable car, the 
Sutter Street Cable train, the 
first electric car and the nar- 
row gauge locomotives. 

Karl Kortum, Maritime Mu- 
seum director, pointed out 
that San Francisco’s famous 
dioramas, built for the 1939 
World’s Fair, and since large- 
ly destroyed by vandals, could 
be repaired to become part of 
the exhibits. 

FAMOUS STATE MAP. 

He said that a rejuvenation 
of the famous 500 foot State 
map, now about to be removed 
from the Ferry Building, could 
also be made available in 
Project X. 


The walking beam of the 
Southern Pacific ferry boat 


Eureka, which is currently’ 


shuttling across the Bay. 

It might, Kortum admitted 
with a boyish grin, chug into 
the hands of the Maritime 
Museum, courtesy of South- 
ern Pacific. Turned by an 
electric motor, he said, it 
would be a working exhibit 
which could attract thousands 


torian design if $10,000,000 Project 
X is completed. Turntable for cable 
cars will be a tourist attraction. 


to the new Museum build 
ings. ; 

State interest in the pro- 
gram developed largely trom 
Park Commission participa- 
tion in the Transportation 
Center now being built by the 
Maritime Museum Association 
on land adjoining the Aquatic 
Park Casino. 

This participation was in the 
‘orm of a $200,000 budget 
item for the purchase and 
restoration of two historic 
schooners, the Tongass and 
the C. A. Thayer, to be dis- 
played in the Aquatic Park 
lagoon. 


Karl M. Stull, president of 
the Retail Dry Goods Associa- 
tion, has called Project X 
“not only a unique attraction 
for tourists and visitors, but 
a splendid one for our own 
citizens. It is more in keeping 
than Disneyland because it is 
real and historical—right in 
the city, and easy of access.” 
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SCOPE 


® Cost: $49 million 
® Dimensions: 13 miles long 
70-85 feet high 
175-480 feet wide 
31,500,000 cubic yards 


® Map: See page 











Biggest SP Project 








SALT LAKE FILL 


“One of the most ambitious earth- 
moving operations in the history of 
Western construction. .. .” 


So declared one engineering journal 
in describing Southern Pacific’s plan 
to replace its famed deepwater trestle 
on the Great Salt Lake with a 13-mile 
solid fill costing $49 million. 

Together with existing shallow 
water fills, this would provide the 
railroad with a solid-dry-land road- 
bed across the entire 30-mile breadth 
of that mountain-rimmed inland sea. 


Certainly, for Southern Pacific it 
is the biggest engineering project 
since its pioneer parent—the Central 
Pacific—joined in building the na- 
tion’s first transcontinental railroad. 

Of all the obstacles encountered in 
constructing the Central Pacific, now 
Southern Pacific, only the Great Salt 
Lake successfully defied the pioneer 
builders. : 
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They detoured north of the Lake, 
twisting and raising their track over 
a grade of 1,500 feet to join with rails 
from the east at Promontory (28.5 
miles north of Promontory Point) on 
May 10, 1869. 

The present crossing, called the 
Lucin cut-off, was started in 1902 and 
when completed in 1904 cut 43 tor- 
tuous miles off the Overland Route 
between San Francisco and Ogden. It 
was then hailed as one of the wonders 
of the engineering world. : 

More than 32,000 trees went into 
the building of the trestle to provide 
the long 130-foot length pilings. 


The lake-splitting project, now well 
under way, will provide a permanent 
roadbed greatly strengthening the 
crossing as a vital artery of national 
defense on the railroad’s important 
Overland Route. 
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Rail operations over the new em- 
bankment, says Donald J. Russell, SP 
president, are expected to begin in 
early 1960. By then the giant fill will 
have made possible a stable roadbed 
suitable for full speed operation under 
normal maintenance and without fear 
of fire, accidental damage or sabo- 
tage. 

First steps in actual construction 
were taken in June 1955 with rock 
being dumped by Southern Pacific 
forces in the first of two stages of 
work on the Saline fill, which ex- 
tends west from Promontory Point. 

Work was accelerated in March 
1956 with the award of a $45 million 
contract to the Morrison-Knudsen 
Company, Inc., a heavy construction 
firm headquartered at Boise, Idaho. 

Immense size of the fill is pointed 
up, says Russell, by the fact that less 
than $2 million is required for in- 
Stallation of railroad track and signal 
equipment. All the rest of the $49 
million price tag on the project rep- 
resents cost of the 13-mile embank- 
ment itself—at the rate of almost $4 
million per mile. 


It is taking a combination of men, 
machines and money during the next 
four years to move more than 47 
million cubic yards of material (in- 
cluding 16 million yards of dredging) 
in the construction of Southern Pa- 
cific’s 13-mile, deepwater fill on the 
Great Salt Lake. 

Specifically, the $49 million project 
will take 600 men and more than $15 
million worth of equipment. 

But work could never have begun 
had it not been for extensive scien- 
tific tests dating back to 1953. 

Borings and analysis performed by 
International Engineering Company, 
Inc., were double-checked by the 
leading engineering consultants on 
soil materials research. 

In the study of nine basic plans for 
replacing or improving the present 
trestle, it was found that the rela- 
tively new science of soil mechanics 
made possible the course finally de- 
termined. 

To permit continued use of the 
present trestle during construction, 
it was decided to build the new fill 
1,500 feet to the north. 

First construction was started by 
Southern Pacific forces in June 1955. 
In March 1956 work was stepped up 
with the awarding of a $45 million 
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contract to the Morrison-Knudsen 
Company, Inc., contractors. 

The master plan calls for dredging 
some 16 million cubic yards of lake 
bottom. This would create a trench 
175 to 480 feet wide and 20 to 35 
feet deep, reaching down through the 
soft mud layer to hard clay or rock 
salt. 

Following the dredging, rock and 
gravel from sites around the lake will 
be barged and dumped into the trench. 

The entire fill will rise from both 
ends toward the middle. The barges, 
with special devices, will be able to 


SP Navy 


The fleet of barges and powerboats 
being assembled for the fill project 
may be the Great Salt Lake’s biggest 
marine display. 

Besides three dredges, there’ll be 
six giant, 250-foot bottom-dump 
barges, seven smaller deck barges, 
six 1000-HP diesel towboats to handle 
the big barges, two 600-HP all-pur- 
pose towboats, two water taxis, four 
workboats and three surveying boats. 

Like all navies, SP’s 33-vessel fleet 


will be given appropriate nautical 
names. 








dump material on the fill to a height 
of 5 feet above the surface. Then 
the remainder of material will be 
handled by rail car and dump trucks. 


About two years will elapse be- 
tween the completion of the end sec- 
tions and the middle portion. This will 
allow the end sections more time to. 
settle on their clay base. The center 
section of the fill will rest on salt 
rock, the most stable bedding. 


When the embankment is 17 feet 
above the surface it will be widened 
and strengthened with heavy rock to 
protect it against storms which toss 
eight-foot waves on the 2,000 square 
mile lake. 

A total of six giant drop-bottom 
barges, 250 feet long and 48 feet 
wide, together with seven smaller 
deck barges will be used in the fill 
project. 

Built first at the Kaiser Steel 
fabricating plant at Napa, California, 
the giant barges were dismantled and 
shipped in 32 ten to thirty-ton sec- 
tions over Southern Pacific rails to 
the launching site. 

Three dredges were also shipped 
overland by rail to the Great Salt 
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Lake. At a point three miles north of 
Promontory Point, where the rail line 
heads out over the main portion of 
the lake, they scooped out of the 
shallow, mud-lined shore a _ large 
harbor for barge launching and load- 
ing docks. A 3.2-mile-long channel 
connects the harbor with deep water. 

The barges, which will travel four 
to 15 miles to reach the fill area will 
receive gravel from a giant conveyor 
system that will set new speed rec- 
ords for material handling—an aver- 
age of 75,000 tons a day. 

Built by Hewitt-Robins, Inc., the 
conveyor system will be nearly two 
miles jong and will generate its own 
power. 





Biggest Belt 

The nearly two-mile long conveyor 
system, which will feed gravel to the 
barges, will handle material at an 
average rate of 75,000 tons a day, a 
U.S. record for overland conveyors. 

The gravel to be moved by the 
moving belt if piled on a baseball 
diamond, says Hewitt-Robins, Inc., 
the designer and manufacturer, would 
rise 14 miles into the stratosphere. 





The conveyors, 54 inches wide, will 
follow a downhill course from a near- 
by gravel hill to the lake and coast 
down like an automobile with its 
engine shut off. 


Motors will function as a braking 
system to regulate the speed of de- 
scent. The energy created by the 
gravitational glide will be converted 
into electrical power by the motors. 


The wiring system will be arranged 
to capture this surplus power and feed 
it to three electric shovels that will 
dig the gravel out of the hill. 


Cost of the conveyor system is over 
$1,700,000. 
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The barges, once loaded, will be 
moved by a fleet of eight tow boats. 
Six of these vessels were built in 
Portland, Oregon, halved down the 
centerline like melons and shipped by 
rail to the lake. 


While creating a solid, dry-land 
crossing, adequate passageways will 
be provided for the movement of 
small boats between the upper and 
lower ends of the lake. 


The rock-fill will be virtually in- 
destructible, making the vital SP 
Overland Route secure in time of any 
national emergency. 


Newest and perhaps the most 
bustling community in Utah is the 
town of Little Valley, described 
shortly after its founding as a blend 
of city conveniences and rugged Pa- 
cific Island army camps. 

But to some 600 Morrison-Knudsen 
workmen and their families it’s home. 

The community at the end of a 
roundabout, 90-mile road from Ogden, 
is located on the western side of 
Promontory Point only a short dis- 
tance from the busy barge harbor 
and center of construction operations. 

Population of the town may reach 
a peak of some 2,000. 


Little Valley has its commuters, too. 

More than 100 men ride the South- 
ern Pacific work train which makes a 
daily. roundtrip between Ogden and 
the construction site. 


Southern Pacific’s $49 million fill 
project is making a significant eco- 
nomic contribution to the State of 
Utah. 

The project, which will take ap- 
proximately four years to complete, 
will employ some 600 workers. Many 
of these men, together with their 
families, are new residents and will 
ultimately constitute a city of 2,000 
people. 
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Main Street looking South, Forest Grove, Oregon 
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Main Street looking South, Forest Grove, Oregon. 
Copied from a postcard postmarked July 19, 1909. 


THE FOREST GROVE TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 





By David L. Stearns 


Forest Grove, Oregon, is a small city southeast of Portland on the 
lines of the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Oregon Electric Rail- 
way. Both railroads furnished electric interurban passenger service 
in later years, but when the Forest Grove Transportation Company was 
built in 1906, the only service was by Southern Pacific steam trains 
to the original Forest Grove Station, later re-named Carnation, some 
distance from the center of town. 

The Forest Grove line was about 14 miles in length, running from 
the S.P. station through the center of the town to the Pacific Univer- 
sity campus. In several places, the line was laid along the curb, 
instead of the center of the street as was more usual. Anothe)> cur- 
ious and unexplained oddity of the line was that, although the line 
appears to have had only one car, there was a turntable at the South- 
ern Pacific station end of the line. This turntable, buried under 
the dirt of a sawmill yard, was not removed until a few years ago, 
along with the track beside the station which led to the turntable. 

The origin of the single car, which appears to be of a vintage 
far older than 1906, remains a mystery. It appears to have begun 
life as a trailer car for use behind a steam dummy locomotive and 
was later converted to electric operation with vestibuled platforms. 
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FOREST GROVE TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 





The electrification of the Southern Pacific passenger service 
with its "Red Electric" detour through the center of town plus the 
arrival of the Oregon Electric Railway spelled the doom of the 
local line. It appears to have been abandoned by 1913, although 
the track and car remained until about 1915. 

About 1915 the car, with electrical equipment removed, was acquir- 
ed by the Portland & Oregon City Railway of Stephen A. Carter. It 
saw very limited service behind a wheezy ancient 4-4-0, but was soon 
rotting away on a spur at Carver some 15 miles southeast of Portland. 
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State PUC Ruling 





Key Wins Chance To Drop 
Trains From All Lines 


The K. » System was given permission yesterday 
to abandon all of its trains and use buses instead—if 


it meets certain conditions. 


__ First, said the State Public Utilities Commission 
in an interim order, Key must negotiate an agree- 
ment with the State Toll Bridge Authority and the 


State Department of Pub-: 
lic Works to make struc- 
tural changes at the San 
Francisco Terminal and 
in the Bay Bridge ap- 
proaches. 

The Commission ordered 
Key to start such negotiations 
and report on them at a hear- 
ing here January 31. 

Second, said the Commis- 
sion, Key must pay for the 
conversion of its San Fran- 
cisco terminal into a bus 
terminal, and pave over the 
rails in it and on the ap- 
proaches to the bridge, at 
an estimated cost of $990,000. 

Third, Key must buy 21 new 
48-passenger diesel buses to 
be used in transbay service. 
FARE INCREASE DENIED 

Key was denied a fare in- 
crease although it had asked 
for one. The Commission staff 
estimated that the conversion 
te buses will save the line 
$750,000 a year and enable it 
to earn a “reasonable rate.” 

State Director of Public 
Works Frank B. Durkee said 
he will notify the Toll Bridge 
Authority of the commis- 
sion’s order at its meeting to- 
day in Sacramento. 

“We'll be happy to negoti- 
ate,” he said. 





The authority went on rec- 
ord in the hearings, however,- 
as being opposed to conver- 
sion to buses. 

Commission President Peter 
E Mitchell said the decision 
was arrived at after the con- 
sideration of three major 
problems: ; 

1—The necessity of pro- 
viding adequate transbay pas- 
senger service at reasonable 
fares. 

2—The desirability of com- 
plying with Oakland’s request 
that the Key tracks in that 
city be removed so the city 
may proceed with its master 
traffic plan. 

3—The pressure for elimi- 
nation of traffic congestion 
near First and Mission streets 
here caused by the loading 
and unloading of Key buses 
in the strect. 

The rails on the Bay Bridge 
itseli Would not be paved 
over, under this plan. The 
Commission explained that 
the State Senate Interim Com- 
mittee on Rapid Transit has 
asked that those rails should 
remain at least until the 1957 
session of the State Legisla- 
ture has considered Bay Area 
rapid transit plans, which may 
involve using them. 

Included in the conversion 
of the terminal, the Commis- 
sion said, must be a short 
ramp from Harrison and Es- 


sex streets to the presei 
Bridge approaches. Th 
means the buses would trav 
only a half block on cit 
streets, and would Joad in th 
converted terminal. 

Police Captain Dan Kiely 
director of traffic, said yester 
day that such an arrangement 
was “much more satisfactory” 
than Key's original proposal 
just to use city streets for the 
loading and unloading of its 
buses. 


Transit District 


The Rapid Transit Commis- 
sion’s engineering expert, John 
C. Beckett, has proposed that 
San Mateo County he left out 
and Marin County included in 
the first stage construction of 
the Bay Area Rapid Transit 
System. 

At a meeting of the commis- 
sion here yesterday, Beckett 
pointed out that: 

@ San Mateo County has 
shown a notable lack of enthusi- 
asm for rapid transit, claiming 


>to be satisfied with the South- 


ern Pacific commute service. 

@ The directors of the Golden 
Gate Bridge have indicated they 
will not oppose use of the bridge 
for rapid transit trains. 

Beckett also urged inclusion 
of all nine Bay Area counties 
in the Rapid Transit District 
which the commission will ask 
the next Legislature to create. 

The act ought also to au- 
thorize the district to levy a real 
properiv tax of five cents per 
$100 assessed valuation, he said: 
the proceeds would support. the 
planning and administration ac- 
tivities of the district. 
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UNION PACIFIC LEASES "AEROTRAIN” FOR LAS VEGAS RUN 
The Union Pacific has leased the 9-car GM “Aerotrain” for 6- 
months beginning December 1, 1956 and will put into a daily 
roundtrip run between Los Angeles and Las Vegas on December 18. 
The schedule calls for a 9 a.m, departure from Los Angeles 
and arrival at Las Vegas at 3:50 p.m.. Returning it will leave 
at 5:00 p.m. and reach Los Angeles at 11:45 p.m.. Passenger 
stops enroute will be at East Los Angeles, Pomona, Riverside 
and San Bernardino. 
Two cars of the all-coach train have been converted in the 
UP shops to a club lounge and a buffet diner. Food on the 
buffet car will be included in the price of the ticket--but 
passengers will have to stand-up to eat. 


ENGINEER STRIKE TIES UP SPOKANE, PORTLAND & SEATTLE RR 


Service on the SP&S, Oregon Trunk and Oregon Electric was 
tied-up for about a week when engineers struck in a dispute 
over a guaranteed "extra board"contract. The transcontental 
trains of the GN and NP were rerouted via Seattle and GN 
supervisory personnel maintained limited freight service over 
the "Inland Gateway” route. An Emergency Board was appointed 
December 5th to negotiate the dispute, 


PACIFIC FRUIT EXPRESS TESTS "FRIGIFRATER" 

A 90-day test of General Motors "Frigifrater"” is being made 
by PFE. It is a mechanical reefer unlike anything now in use. 
Among other things the car body is detachable from the underframe 
so the box can be used as a container for transfer to a ship or 


WESTERN PACIFIC NOTES 


Financing for construction of Western Pacific's new $1,300,000 
self-propelled diesel train ferry, "The Las Plumas", has been 
approved, Low bidder on construction was Albina Engine and 
Machine Works, Portland, Oregon, The new named was selected 
when a local towing firm named a tug "Feather River"--some sus- 
pect because they lost out on future tow jobs, 

Western Pacific diesels operating over the Inside Gateway route 
now go as far north as Bend, Oregon, to save time in train oper- 
ation and avoid the longer layover at Klamath Falls. Great North- 
ern engines are used on W.P. south of Bieber in saort turnaround 
or local service. Crews are still changed at Bieber, however, 

Western Pacific steam engine 334, 2-8-2, was under steam during 
September running light from Stockton roundhouse to Sacramento 
Where it was used at the big Campbell Soup Company plant as supp- 
lementary steam power as an aid in meeting the problem created by 
an unusually large tomato crop in Centeral California, 

NEVADA NORTHERN ANNIVERSARY The Nevada Northern celebrated its 

50th anniversary on September 29th 
with the operation of engine #40, 4-6-0, a baggage car, a coach 
and two Southern Pacific “commute” coaches. Free rides were 
given on half-hour rides between Ely and East Ely, Nevada. Many 
railfans were on hand to photograph the event, 


STEAM "DEAD" ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC MAIN LINES 


Apart from a few local freights and Peninsula commute service 
all steam power was in storage on the Southern Pacific as of 
mid-December. All of the famed cab-in-front mallets were out 
of service as were most of the "Daylight" 4-8-4's. 
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@ Central California Traction 
@ Stockton Electric 
@ Tidewater Southern 


Electric Railroading in Central California 


by JOHN W. DODGE 


Devoted to a complete, readable history of Central California’s fas- 
cinating electric railways, PACIFIC RAILWAY JOURNAL’S Third 
Anniversary Issue presents an outstanding story of the construction, oper- 
ation and equipment of the heyday times of three western interurban lines. 


The author, plant and engineering superintendent of Western Union oper- 
ations at Los Angeles, has drawn on official records, personal interviews 
with employees and passengers of the lines as well as temporary accounts 
from books, newspapers and magazine files of the period covered. 


In addition to Mr. Dodge’s outstanding story, photographs never before 
published, illustrate the work. Seven scale drawings by a skilled model 
builder and draftsman and detailed maps by an expert cartographer fill 
out this comprehensive reference and handbook. 


FULL-SIZE BOOKLET (8'2xI1) TRAINS MAGAZINE Size 


36 Full-packed Pages including: 


%& Scores of historic action photos 

%& Seven scale drawings by A! Barker 

% Detailed map of each road by Clarence Bruce 
% Reproductions of early timetables 

% Complete equipment rosters 


Single Copies $2.00 Postpaid 


Limited Edition — Assure yourself a copy 


Pacific Railway Journal 


2304 Melville Drive - San Marino 9, California 





Ban Francisco 


and Alameda Railroad 


By JOHN F. DUE 


s Professor of Economics, University of Illinois 


The history of railroading in California 
before the building of the Central Pacific 
is the story of a group of small local 1ail- 
toads, some of which became links in 
the Central Pacific system, others cf 
which were ultimately abandoned. Some 
are well known; others, such as the San 
Francisco and Alameda, have been long 
since forgotten, even by the railroad his- 


Single Copies 50c 


torian. Yet the Alameda road piayed 
a major role in the growth of the com- 
munities it served, and on a foggy morn- 
ing in 1869 it received brief but spec- 
tacular nationwide attention when its local 
passenger train turned the seventh trans- 
continental express of the Central Pacific 
to leave the Oakland pier into a jumbled 
mass of wreckage. 


Postpaid 


PACIFIC RAILWAY JOURNAL 
2304 Melville Drive 
San Marino 9, California 


‘a Please send me copy/ies of 
ELECTRIC RAILROADING IN CENTRAL CALIFORNIA 


by John W. Dodge at $2.00. 


[] Please send me 


Name 


copy/ies of | SAN FRANCISG) & ALAMEDA 





Address 
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State 
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Muni May 
Lease 34 
Streetcars 


The city may get 34 
streamlined street cars in a 
few months at less than 
one-fourth the factory list 
price, Manager Charles D. 
Miller of the Municipal Rail- 
way announced yesterday. 

And 27 more are available 
on the same favorable terms. 

The second-hand cars, al- 
most identical with the new- 
est ones on Market street, 
are available on lease from St. 
Louis, Miller told the Public 
Utilities Commission. 

St. Louis authorities, who 
are replacing their street cars 
with: buses, have offered to 
make any changes on the ve- 
hicles San Francisco wants, 
Miller said. 


The Muni cannot buy major 
equipment without a bond is- 
sue, but Miller satd St. Louis 
is willing to lease the cars for 
about $9000 apiece. 

The lease would be paid 
off at $1500 a year for six 
years. Then the rate would 
drop to a token payment— 
probably $1 a year per car, 
Miller said. 

The cars San Francisco pur- 
chased five years ago cost 
$42,000 each. 

“We expect final word from 
St. Louis in a couple of weeks,” 
Miller said. “Then we will be 
ready to inspect the cars.” 

The 34 cars would be suffi- 
cient to replace every “iron 
horse” .on the "Market street 
lines except those on the J- 
Church and M-Orean View 
runs. 


It would take about $20,000 
in track work before these 
lines could handle the stream- 
lined one-man cars, Miller 
said. And when that work has 
been done, an additiona: 27 
ears could be leased to mod- 
ernize service on them. 





PUC Recesses 
SP Cut Hearings 


The California Public Utilities 
Commission has recessed until 
January hearings on Southern 
Pacific’s request to reduce pas- 
senger train service. 

Consolidation of the Lark and 
Starlight overnight runs _be- 
tween Los Angeles and San 
Francisco would reduce passen- 
ger revenue loss from $1,743,000 
to $971,000 annually, Charles 
B. Nines, SP transportation 
engineer, told the PUC yester- 
day, adding that traffic is down 
9 per cent. 


ICE HURTS FIVE 
ON DOME TRAIN 


PORTLAND, Dec. 8. -Five 
women riding in a railroad pas- 
senger car were injured near 
White Salmon, Wash., when ice, 
dropped from the roof of a tunnel 
plunging through the transparent 
dome of the car, it was disclosed 
today. 

A broken arm was believed to 
be the most serious of the injuries. 

Three of the passengers on the 
Spokane, Portland & Seattle pas- 
senger train running from Port- 
land to Spokane were sent to hos- 





pitals for treatment or observation. 





EXTENSION PLANNED FOR 
PORTLAND PARK RAILROAD 
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Tentative plans for a mile and a half extension of its rail- 
road layout to connect new zoo with Washington park were 
revealed last week by city zoo commission. Map show; pro- 
jected route running parallel to road now under construction. 
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Story of NWP 
Written by Kneiss 


Just in time for Christmas giv- 
ing, and for refreshing reading at 
any time, we'd like to recom- 
mend “Redwood Railways,” just 
published, and the story of the 
Northwestern Pacific and its pre- 
decessor lines. Better yet, it’s 
written by associate member Gil 
Kneiss and is his first complete 


volume “since “Bonanza Rail- 
roads,” which has now reached 
its eighth printing. 

“Bonanza Railroads” has _ be- 


come the handbook for the early 
day California and Nevada lines, 
and there is no reason to suppose 
that “Redwood Railways” won't 
reach the same proportions on the 
railfan’s shelf 

Profusely illustrated, the virtue 
that attracted our attention the 
most was the map preceding each 
chapter showing the exact portion 
of the system that the story was 
portraying. The entire history is 
there, but it’s hard to realize that 
one is reading a part of Califor- 
nia’s railroad history. Gil’s ap- 
proach to the entire project, story, 
captions and chapter headings, 
puts one at his ease, and soon finds 
that the book is darned hard to 
put down. 

Copies are $4.75, plus four per 
cent sales tax, and are sent post- 
paid. Order from Howell-North 
Books, 2801 Shattuck Avenue, 
Berkeley 5, California. 

For its third anniversary is- 
sue the Pacific Railway Journal 
is offering a 36-page edition con- 
taining history, photos, scale 
drawings, maps, rosters, and time- 
tables of three central California 
railways. Written by John W. 
Dodge, “Electric Railroading in 
Central California” concerns it- 
self with the Central California 
Traction, Stockton Electric, and 
the Tidewater Southern. 

Single copies are $2.00 postpaid, 
available from Pacific Railway 
Journal, 2304 Melville Drive, San 
Marino 9, Calif. But hurry, we’re 
told that it’s a limited edition and 
go:ng fast. 
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Oahu Railway picnic train about 1946 on the main line along the 
West coast near Makua photographed by Kent W. Cochrane. 
train was a "last ditch" effort to stimulate passenger 
was well patronized as a Sunday special with as many as 20-cars. 


The picnic 
traffic and 


i 


Oahu Railway and Land Gompany 


By FRED A. STINDT 
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